Life as Preparation for
the Work of God

_own. As I drove home on the

As a number of people know,
I communicate often via e-mail
with my cousin who lives in the
Chicago area. I was particu-
larly struck by arecentmessage
she shared with me. It was a
note she had sent to her teenage
niece who has been searching
for the right direction to take in
life. It is a great illustration of
how to share Christ in one’s
daily activity. Also, I thoughtit
was a wonderful example of
mentoring and Christian wit-
ness. As such, I would like to
share an excerpt of it (with her
permission). [ think it is the
type of speech that Catholics
need to domore, although I also

believe it is an example of be-.

havior that many Catholics al-
ready do withouteven realizing
the impact they have on others.

Here is an excerpt of “Aunt

Linda’s” letter to her niece,
Laura: ,

I’d like to share one last story
with you. I strongly believe
that God has a plan for each of
us.

One cold January day when I
was in law school [Notre Dame],
I had attended Mass at noon in
the law school (we had it every
Friday for those who wanted to
attend.) The subject of the ser-
mon was doing the will of God.
Since this was something that I
have thought about at length, I
was sort of tearing up during the
sermon feeling like a failure
because at 35 or so, I had still
not figured out what I was sup-

posed to be doing with my life-

with respect to doing the work
of Christ. The gist of the ser-
mon was that we have to put
ourselves in God’s hands and
do his will as opposed to our

toll road, I was thinking about
this and sobbing somewhat be-
cause I still couldn’t figure it
out. Then I passed an old bro-
ken down truck with a huge
Mexican man and his wife
standing by the side of the road.
The man was very scary look-

‘ing. - It was freezing out and

they had broken down on the
stretch of road between South

. Bend and LaPorte not near an

exitor help. Ipassed them and
then thought, “No one is going
to stop and help them.” AsI
said he was quite scary. I
stopped the car and said out
loud, “God, I don’t know if this
is what you want me to do or if
I am going to get killed today,
but I’'m putting myself in your
hands. And ifitis yourwill that
I die today, then so be it.” I
backed the car up and the huge.
man reached over and opened
the door. The first thing he said
to me was, “I told my wife that
God would send someone to
help us.” That was God’s plan
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ertheless, if we view all jerks as
having some little spark of God
and look for that spark, it is

_easier to turn the other cheek

and return love where hatred is
manifest.

The pointisifyoudon’tknow
exactly what you want to do for
the rest of your life right now,
don’t feel bad. I still don’t
either. Butifyou view your life
as a preparation for some work
of God, then you will enjoy
each step to the fullest knowing
that God will direct you where
you should be when you have
learned what you can from the
situation. Learn asmuch asyou
can from the people around you.
Study human nature and note
people’s weaknesses and
strengths and decide which of
those qualities is worth emulat-
ingand how you can avoid their

‘downfalls. Stay open to the

messages from God. You will
be in “school” all your life and
life will remain interesting and
exciting if you realize that 3¢%

head while supremacists. Nev-

thatday. How many people are =

so fortunate that they ask God a |
question and get it answered in |
the next minute? The lessonsI
have learned are to make God a
part of your every day life by
trying to live a Christ-like life.
This consists primarily of treat-
ing each person as if they were
God. Just think, if God lives in
each of us (as-our Church
teaches) then whatever you do
to any person, you do to God.
God is easier to see in some
people, like you, than he is to
see in others such as those skin-
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