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Mary as a Child of God  

(A case study-discussion)

Opening Prayer (2.5 mins. approx.)

O Mary, model of childlike faith encouraging us to listen to the words of your son Jesus, "Let the children come to me, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these" (Mark 10:14), you show us the secret in adult faith-to trust as a child, and teach us wisdom through our children who closely envelop the heart of God.  Enkindle the flame of childlike awe in us again, ready to trust as children only can.

O Mary of childlike faith, help us to trust as children.  Amen.

Introduction (5 mins. approx.)  

Mary was but a child when the angel Gabriel appeared to her.  When she responded she said “Yes” and her yes was unconditional- no excuses, no rationalizing, no weighing of the pros and cons.  She trusted God so completely to take care of her and to give her whatever she needed to do the great work that had been assigned to her. She trusted God with a “childlike faith.”  She was a child of God.   Like any child, she had a question, but could she have possibly understood, really, the answer the angel Gabriel gave her any better than the news he announced to her?  She did not have knowledge, but she had faith and trust in God, and she loved God.

The Kingdom of God belongs to those with Childlike Faith 

(7.5 mins. approx.)

Case Study A - Childlike Faith, a Saving Grace: 

How many times are we told in the Gospel that it is childlike faith that will save us and that only those with childlike faith will enter the kingdom of God?

When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them, "Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.   Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it." [Mark 10:14-15]

Case Study B - Childlike Faith, as an Opening to Miracles:

Many of those who were cured in the Bible stories were not children. They were adults. Yet, Jesus saw their childlike faith and performed the miracle.   When someone is saved by a miracle performed by Jesus, it is because of their childlike faith, and Jesus addresses them as a father would a child:

And there, people brought to him a paralytic lying on a stretcher. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Courage, child, your sins are forgiven." 

[Mat 9:2]

The woman, realizing what had happened to her, approached in fear and trembling. She fell down before Jesus and told him the whole truth.

He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be cured of your affliction." [Mark 5:33-34]

Case Study C - Childlike Faith, and its connection to "Children of God:"

We hear that we are “children of God.”  We never hear that we are “adults of God.”  What characteristics of a child might make each of us embrace the Gospel more and trust in God?

A child will ask questions about things he does not understand, but when we give him a superficial answer knowing that his mind could never comprehend the complete picture, he is satisfied to accept that answer and trust us. 

A child allows himself to be comforted and loved, throwing open his arms wide to accept and return as many hugs as his Father will give him.  How many adults will not allow God to help them?   How many do not understand how loved they are?  How many keep their arms crossed in front of them rather than reaching out to God?

Childlike Faith is about Complete Trust 

(10 min. approx.)

What is childlike faith?  Childlike faith is complete trust. It is love.  It is waking up in the morning and being delighted at a sunrise and knowing it was sent by your loving Father to delight you.  It is saying out loud, “Thank you Father!”   It is knowing that when you suffer, he suffers with you, and that when you cry, he will find ways to comfort you if you let him.  It is feeling confident enough to enter the day knowing that his steps are matching yours, and feeling loved enough to know that when you lay your head down at night, he watches over you.  It is understanding that God has a sense of humor and that if you think that you are just too big for your britches, you can expect to be taught a little lesson.  If you respond to a gentle correction, you know there is no need for more severe measures.  It is allowing yourself to be delighted with all of the beauty he creates and to recognize beauty in all the people around you, even those who are not beautiful by human standards. It is similar to when you were a child, and you found your father’s sunglasses. You put them on, and you saw everything through the same colored lenses that he did.  It was a different world, wasn’t it?  A childlike faith allows us to see good more clearly and to be amazed at life’s simple pleasures even when we are ninety years old.

Unconditional love, complete trust, overwhelming faith, total forgiveness, and reliance on a stronger force:  Aren’t these the key elements of the Good News of Jesus Christ? Aren’t these the characteristics of a child?  Do you have complete trust in God?

Discussion Topic Questions

 (27.5 mins. approx.)
Do you have a childlike faith like Mary?  If not, why not?

How does one gain a child like faith?  

How does an adult learn to trust God with his or her life as Mary trusted hers with God?

Do you think having a childlike faith would make a difference in your life?

Do we have childlike faith or do we insist on having knowledge and then faith if   the knowledge or the evidence supports it? 

In the face of so much cynicism, sarcasm and negativism, not to mention anti-Christian media assaults, it is not easy to maintain a childlike faith today.  How would participating in a community of faith help you maintain a childlike faith?

Closing Prayer (2.5 mins. approx.)

O Mary, model of childlike faith encouraging us to listen to the words of your son Jesus, "let the children come to me, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these" (Mark 10:14).  You show us the secret in adult faith-to trust as a child, and teach us wisdom through our children who closely envelope the heart of God.  Enkindle the flame of childlike awe in us again; ready to trust as children only can.

O Mary of childlike faith, help us to trust as children.  Amen.

(1 hour total)
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