EARLY DAYS OF THE NON-CR ABBY WO MEN OF FAITH

 

The Non-Cra bby Wo men of Faith was born on March 23, 2007, when the following e-mail was sent to 
Shei la Lia ugminas and Mary Ellen Sw ee:

 

Okay ladies, we are giving you the opportunity to get in on the ground floor of a great new venture. 

 

I had dinner with two great women of faith last night at the Mid America Club, Sr. He lena Burns of the Daughters of St. Paul and  Mich elle  Halm, Marketing Coordinator for Loyola Press. They are so much fun.

 

So we are starting an new informal group modeled sort of after my Armadillo Club www.armadilloclub.com
 

I have the domain  name and starter page up which explains the principles. Please review  www.embracedbyfaith.com  (when you have a minute) and let me know if you want to be "in" as a founding member.   

 

Il linois Ap pellate Court Justice Sh eila O'Bri en is "in."   (She's getting a Masters in Pastoral Ministry.) 

 


 

I'm a terror now that I know how to build web sites!

 

Faithfully, 

Linda

 

P.S.  An agreement to "commit" means "Yeah, baby, I'm up for lunch or dinner occasionally!"


So there were/are six "Founding Members:"

· Sh eila O'  Brien 

· She ila   Lia ugminas 

· Mary Ellen Sw ee 

· Sr. He lena Burns 

· Mich elle Halm 

· Linda We aver

The six of us sent tons of e-mails to each other over the next few months brainstorming about the possibilities of such a group. The first official meeting  of the NON-Cra bby Wo men of Faith  was held at my condo on Tuesday, July 17.  As a result of that  meeting, we planned a couple of events, one of which was a luncheon with Monsignor Schmitz, Vicar General of Christ the King Institute at the Metropolitan Club on September 17, 2007.  (He was instrumental in the conversion of two European princesses. http://www.vanityfair.com/fame/features/2006/06/princesstnt200606?printable=
true&currentPage=all).   Each of the six founding members was to bring two guests who they felt met the requirements of membership as set forth on the home page. 

 

We spent August of 2007 deciding what to call ourselves. We had ideas. One was: The Upper Room Guild. One comment to that was: "The only thing I don't like about "guild" is that by definition it is an organization devoted to protecting the interests of its members or for mutual aid or protection. That is the opposite of what we are about."  To which another commented, "I have to say I agree...I think we want a name that means a group of people called together who are strengthened from our friendship & call and from there go out/ reach
out to others. We aren't together for the sake of just being together but to be able to "go out" & share what we have been given whether that "going out" is to our family, friends, or the larger community. So I guess a word that captures that sense of discipleship..."

 

At that point, one suggested: 

Time to brainstorm. Let's just throw out names for the rest of today without commenting on them- yay or nay, and then by tomorrow, see if anything settles on us. Here are some thoughts-  remember! No reaction to these until tomorrow!

Upper Room Network
Upper Room Community
Friends of The Most High Who Gather in an Upper Room... (That would be tough at acronym time... FOTMHWGINUR...)

Others?

 

To that, Mich elle Halm responded: "LOL! I almost spit my coffee on the keyboard from your response!"  We have done a lot of that over the last three years. 

We debated the perfect name for our group through early October (calling ourselves for a while the Fun Women of Faith, because that pretty much summed it up...) We gravitated to Upper Room Network, but could not decide whether to put "The" before it.  Then, on October 5, 2007, She ila Liau gminas wrote to the rest of us:  "I meant to get to you Tuesday to mention how startled I was to hear that day’s Gospel (Matthew 18: 1-5,10) say “Amen, I say to you, unless you turn (TURN!) and become like children, you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.” !!! My heart quickened. I realized the presence of the Holy Spirit." Thus, we agreed on The Upper Room Network (TURN), but decided the title needed a little "punch" so added "a/k/a The Non-Cra bby Women of Faith," which we eventually decided was a great name! 
 

Meanwhile, not wanting to let minutia hold us back, we planned the September 17, 2007 luncheon with Monsignor Schmiz.  It was a wonderful event, and our numbers grew.

 

After that, the following notice was submitted to the Core Committee for approval as our invitation to others to join us:

 

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2007 10:56 PM
Subject: draft invitation-- comments?
An Invitation from:
The Upper Room Network  a/k/a The Non-Cra bby Wo men of Faith...
 Hello Dear Friends! 

You are receiving this because you have been deemed to meet the criteria for joining The Upper Room Network.  You can find our criteria at www.embracedbyfaith.com (It is just a placeholder for our future web site, but it says it all...) 

(The invitation continued….)

The founding members of this group are:

	Sr. He lena Burns, fsp:
	Hip Media Nun with the Daughters of St. Paul. an international congregation founded to communicate God's Word through the media. She has been giving media workshops to youth and adults all over the U.S. and Canada since 1993.

	Mich elle Halm
	Marketing coordinator for Loyola Press. She volunteers with various youth groups and has just begun to volunteer within the Latino community for social justice causes.

	She ila Liau gminas
	Emmy Award Winning Media Analyst. Vocations Committee for the Archdiocese. Founding Board Member of the Illinois Catholic Prayer Breakfast. Sheila hosted the popular radio shows The Right Questions and Issues and Answers on Relevant Radio.     www.inforumblog.com

	Sh eila O’B rien
	Sheila has served on the I llinois Just ice Commis sion and the I llinois Arts Council by appointment of the Governor of I llinois.  A judge for more than 22 years, she was elected to the I llinois Ap pellate Court in 1994.  This August, she received a Master of Arts in Pastoral Theology from St. Mary-of-the-Woods College in Terre Haute, IN.

	Mary Ellen Sw ee
	Fervent supporter of many Catholic organizations and groups. Abandoned a Stanford think-tank to homeschool her four children all the way to college.  Currently in graduate school at the University of Chicago, hopes to soon be entering law school. 

	Linda Wea ver
	Attorney CNA Insurance Co., Evangelization Committee Archdiocese of Chicago,  Chair of Networking for the Notre Dame Club of Chicago. Contributing Author Catholic New World 2003-2007 on the topic of Practical Evangelization, and presenter/speaker at workshops on Practical Evangelization.


There are no rules, no dues, no boring meetings and no officers. The purpose is to get together once in a while for any number of purposes which we will decide as we go all of which should serve to deepen our faith and maybe even improve the world!   We have invited women who practice their Catholic faith in many different ways (traditional, charismatic, "ordinary," etc.) due to the belief that God has given us each different gifts meant to be used together to build the kingdom of God.  This group is about appreciating those gifts and encouraging each other to be all that God intended us to be. It is a group dedicated to unity and building community.  

The first thing we would like to invite you to is a luncheon(s) featuring Fr. Robert Barron. Some of you are familiar with the fabulous Fr. Robert Barron www.wordonfire.org 

Last year he was called by His Eminence Francis Cardinal George to lead Mission Chicago. In addition to giving six vicariate Lenten talks, last fall he gave five noontime lectures to the business community at the Union League Club and University Club. These lectures were by invitation only. Some of you may have attended some or all of the luncheons. 

He is coming back for another series of what promises to be awesome and inspiring lectures. If you attended last year, you may be getting your own invitation, but if not, let me know if you would like to attend and sit with The Upper Room Network.  I will have a couple of tables reserved for us.  There is no cost. Free lunch and inspiration! Can't beat that deal.  Here are the first two dates, topics and locations (I will send notices for other talks as we get closer to them):

October 31, Union League Club, "Why Does it Make Sense to Believe in God?" 
November 7th, University Club, "Who Is Jesus Christ and How Do We Find Life in Him?" 
Fr. Barron is awesome and is about to launch a new project which promises to stir hearts and enliven the faith of everyday ordinary Catholics. He will be working on a documentary called "Catholicism."  It will be a monumental documentary series about the Catholic faith written and presented by Fr. Barron and produced by Mike Leonard of NBC's Today show. This series is an urgent, creative response to the challenges the Church faces."  Be a part of something great that has the potential to make a huge difference not just in individual lives, but in converting the world such that we truly have a chance to realize heaven on earth. 

I get excited whenever I think about the project!   At the risk of sounding like the Chair of the Fr. Barron Fan Club  [image: image1.png]


 this is to advise that The Upper Room Network is planning a DVD wine and cheese release party sometime in November or December. The exact date of the release of his new DVD - The Seven Deadly Sins, has not been determined. As soon as it is, we will set the date.  You will be invited!  (Fr. Barron will not be the only speaker we will have. Our first speaker was Monsignor Schmitz of Institute of Christ the King, who is the foremost proponent of the Tridentine mass in Chicago and who spoke to us at a luncheon on September 17 on the topic of Noblese Oblige: Christian Responsibility and Social Excellence.  

So ladies, let us know 1) if you would like to attend one or both of the luncheons, and 2) if you would like to be a part of this group.  For now, it mostly means when we think of something fun to do, we'll include you...

If you think of something fun related to faith to do, you let us know!  The possibilities are endless. 

If you do want to be a part of our group, I would ask you to write up a little blurb like I have for the founders above, so everyone will get an idea of who you are. Also include contact info if you want to attend the luncheon so I can get your name on the list: Name, address, phone, e-mail.  Thanks! 

I saw a little performance of the life of Catherine of Sienna (who was actually a lay woman I believe-Third Order of the Domincans)  while in Alaska. There is one quote attributed to her that I loved:  If you are who you should be, you will set the world on fire!  Are you ready to Spread the Holy Fire as we gather in The Upper Room Network and then go out into the world to live our faith?  We hope you join us!    
 Faithfully yours,

As our circle of friends expanded, we began sharing our joys, or sorrows, our prayers, our events and our faith.  On February 3, 2008, the following invitation went out to our members:

You are invited!!!
 

The Non-Cra bby Women of Faith will gather to have a few drinks, 
eat a few hors d'oeuvres, have some fun and watch our good friend 
She ila Liau gminas live on EWTN's
The Journey Home

Monday, February 11, 2008
6 - 9 pm
My Condo
I'm sure that after a few glasses of wine and cosmopolitans, we 
will be able to think up some really interesting questions for the 
call-in portion of the show....  : )
For those who can't join us, the show airs at 7 pm Chicago time.
If you haven't met Sheila yet, she is an awesome and faith-filled woman!  She is a highly sought-after Emmy-Award Winning speaker, media analyst,  and radio and TV personality. You can check out her bio on her blog www.inforumblog.com.   As of Friday Feb. 1, you can hear her regularly on Catholic Radio International's show Heart of the Matter. http://www.catholicradiointernational.com/heartofmatter.php  
 

She's also the election blogger for MercatorNet.   http://www.mercatornet.com/  (Election column on right-hand side of the home page.)  This is one smart woman (who I trust!)  She is also, VERY fun. She is sad she can't be at our party, but unlike Padre Pio, she can't bi-locate (as far as I know...). Nevertheless, she is happy to be a reason for us to get together and will be at our next gathering.

Really, think about it.  Rock stars and princesses have fan clubs. Why shouldn't hard working, fun, faith-filled woman have fan clubs??? Are they less worthy than Brittany Spears....? Let's get real. Well, they SHOULD have fan clubs!!! AND that's the point of our group-- we are each other's fan club!    We'll celebrate a few other things on Feb. 11- like Pre-Valentines Day, a 50th birthday, a graduation (Lea) and who knows what else??  Bring your favorite reason to celebrate and we'll share your joy (or cheer you up if you don't currently have one and are borderline crabby....)  We will (try to) save you from crabbiness.  (Remember Mary Ellen and Audrey, you have to want to be saved...[image: image2.png]


)

And speaking of celebrity status, if you turn to page 31 of this week's Catholic New World, you will see the lovely picture of one of our other co-founders, Sr. He lena Burns, FSP. The article introduces her as the CNW's new movie reviewer (and Sr. Helena is eminently qualified to do that!).  Maybe our next party will have to be at  Pauline Media & Books, first movie night with Sr. Helena. We get to sit upstairs in the convent in the living room, enjoy some potluck munchies (and wine)  and watch films in their living room. It's fun!  Anyway, I'll check with the girls and we'll plan to do that in the upcoming months.  (Their next 1st Friday movie night is March 7. "Stranger than Fiction" in case you want to attend on your own.)
 

So if you can come on Feb. 11, let me know asap. I've got a limited invitation list for this party since we are having in my condo, so if you can't make it, I might invite a couple of other people. Hope you can make it.  My place is easily accessible by bus (#2, 29, 66, 65, 120, 121, 124), cab or we have valet parking in the building. If you need to drive, I'll give you a parking sticker. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

That was another fun party - one of many we have had.  Lea Dac anay brought Joyce Du riga, at that time, the fairly new Editor of the Catholic New World, to the party. Soon she became a very close and important part of the group. 

The following reflects the types of things we did in July 2008 and that we still do together:
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2008 1:52:03 AM
Subject: Non-Cra bby Women of Faith - News and Events

My Dear Non-Cra bby Friends,
 

A quick announcement since I leave about 7 am to spend a few days in Montana with my cousin (Bishop Michael Wa rfel) while my husband is at the fly fishing conclave. I'll be back Sunday night. 

 

This quick note is to:

· remind you of the Wine and Cheese Pre-party next Wednesday, July 30,  at my place  before we walk out to Navy Pier for Summer Dance. We meet at my place for wine & cheese from 5:30 - 6:30. Then we walk over to the Beer Garden on the Pier together for the dance lesson from 7-8 pm.  July 30 the lesson is cha cha/mambo.  Dancing is from 8-11 pm with a break for the Wednesday night fireworks.  You don't actually have to dance to come with us.  Some of us just relaxed, enjoyed watching the dancers & fireworks and listening to the music.  Bring non-crabby dancing men with you. 

· Ask you to "Save the Date" for the Non-Cra bby Women Airshow Party at my place, Sunday, August 17, 11 am to 4 pm.  Yes, Non-Cra bby Men will be attending too.   More details when I get back next week. Hope you can make it to the air show party- if not for the whole day, for part of it.    It will be anchored by some of my traditional attendees - Lea Dac anay and Chris and Cari Ma nns. It should be some good networking among some very talented and faith-filled people. (This is really the only reason Chris talks to me the other 364 days of the year...)  Please RSVP and let me know if you think you will be attending so I can get an idea of the numbers (so I'll know whether I can invite anyone else.)

· Ask you to send me any news you may have about yourself or any upcoming events you want to promote so I can include that in next week's e-mail to everyone. Let's share each other's good news!

News: 

 

Mich elle Halm, Joyce Du riga, Lorraine Clark and I "survived" six miles of kayaking on the Chicago River in the dark last Wednesday.  Michelle thought we were just going to be floating around Navy Pier in rafts sipping umbrella drinks. That will teach her to read the fine print!

 

Lea Dac anay, Liz L ee, and Martha Med inah made it to my iCompass talk. What a nice group of 35+ Catholics.  They survived my Fr. Corapi impersonation... [image: image3.png]



 

Liz Sto rm and I ventured into unknown territory (for me anyway) Saturday night with a "meet and greet" party for Mos Def and Dead Prez. Yeah, I had no idea who these guys were either, but I was invited so I went.  I googled them and they do seem to be involved in some social justice issues. Hey, Jesus sent some apostles to the gentiles and some to the Jews. He sent us to the rappers and hip hoppers.   Actually, we enjoyed ourselves and met some very nice people. They were very excited by my plan to put the Peace Prayer attributed to St. Francis on CBS every night of the year! - which should become a reality within the next two weeks if all goes as planned.  (I can work God into just about any conversation...)  Liz was like a fish in water, but then again she is an attorney who represents entertainers, and goes all over the country/world in this milieu.  She amazes me more every time I am with her.  And to think, until recently she was development director for Our Lady of Grace School... 

 

One of Liz Sto rm's best friends has made the Olympic team! I told her I would ask you all to pray for her. Courtney King-Dye is one of her oldest friends. They started riding horses together long ago.  Check out Courtney's web site and follow her when the Olympics get underway. http://www.courtneykingdressage.com 

 

Chris Frai ley (Notre Dame) has a request:  This month we handed out coloring books and crayons to the little kids at the Mission of Our Lady of the Angels www.missionOLA.com  They were soooo happy!  We ordered more books from the Pauline Book Store for next month.  Chris suggested we start collecting school supplies for the new school year. If anyone wants to join this effort, just let me know or bring them out to the mission when you come.  The next mobile food pantry is Saturday, August 2.  Several of us (Chris, Mary Gail Red ding, Linda Du Plantis, Martha Med inah, Michelle Osh man, Liz Tran towski, Sarah Mar tin, 
Anna Cos tello and me regularly help out. (Sorry if I forgot someone...it's late...)  If you are a morning person, feel free to join us!  (Yeah, even  Joyce and Lea make it on occasion and they are NOT morning people.  So kudos to them.)  She ila Liag uminas and Sr. Joan McGli nchey have also made time to check out the good work taking place at the mission.) If you do not have a car, do not take the bus out even if Fr. Bob tells you that is an option! 

 

Diana Fau st has been promoted to Executive Director for the Franciscan Outreach! http://www.franoutreach.org/  More on that in the full version of the e-mail next week.  

 

Hopefully, by next week I will have more information about the darling baby recently adopted by Kate O'Mal ley (a fabulous human being - Notre Dame grad and founder of Old St. Pat's Connections group.) She sent me the cutest picture. Kate has her own consulting business providing strategic advocacy to companies and  Non-Profits.   http://kostrategies.com/   She's awesome. 

 

Sr. Helena is almost back from a month or so in Hollywood giving media workshops.  You can check out her great adventure at her blog:  http://hellburns.blogspot.com/
 

Gosh. It's 1:30 a.m. already and I haven't  packed...  Oh well. Montana doesn't have sales tax. I'll take an empty suitcase!  If you e-mail me while I'm away, it should come into my blackberry assuming I have reception.  

 

In September, Sr. Anne Flan agan (Daughters of St. Paul) and I are going to do a cooking class at the Chopping Block at the Merchandise Mart.  http://www.thechoppingblock.net/  If anyone else is interested, let me know so we can coordinate a convenient time for all of us (to the extent that is possible.)

  

Take care. Hope to see you soon.

Faithfully,

 

P.S. If you want to be removed from this e-mail, please don't hesitate to let me know. Circumstances change and sometimes we are just too busy to even think about doing one more thing.   Remember, this isn't designed for everyone to attend everything. But once in a while, you may see something that interests you and fits into your schedule. Even if you don't, however, you'll always know we are "here" to pray with you and play with you, to cheer you on and cheer you up, and to share His love and life.  And all of this is free! 

 

Now I lay me down to sleep... 1:44 am

So this sets forth the early days of the Non-Cra bby Women of Faith.  There are also many other things that we did, but if these were to be described individually, I do not think the whole world would contain the books that would be written. [image: image4.png]



 

 

� Spaces have been inserted into the names in this version of the document to make it less likely that someone outside of our group will pull it up if doing a google search for one of our members…  It’s like a secret code. Cool.





